[Chronic pancreatitis combined with obliterative arterial disease].
We performed a prospective study at the 1st Surgical Department, Semmelweis University Budapest between 1996 and 2000, in which we examined the common occurrence of chronic pancreatitis and obstructive vascular disease in patients admitted to our department because of either of these illnesses. There were 37 patients suffering from both diseases, all are included in our trial. Control groups were set up of 50 consecutive chronic pancreatitis patients and 50 consecutive vascular patients. In all patients with two disease chronic pancreatitis developed earlier than vascular disease. Occurrence of vascular disease is twice as common among patients with chronic pancreatitis as in normal population. Risk factors like smoking, coffee-abuse and alcohol, which might trigger both diseases, didn't vary in the three groups. This combination of diseases usually starts in the young, and causes severe and progressive deterioration in the quality of life. In four patients after operations performed because of chronic pancreatitis, peripheral arterial operation was also necessary. Operative mortality rate in the chronic pancreatitis group was 2%, in vascular patients 4% and in the group with both diseases it was 16%. We found in our study that there is relation between chronic pancreatitis and peripheral obstructive vascular disease. Further examinations are necessary to examine the etiology. In patients with chronic pancreatitis we must always think of the possibility of later obstructive vascular disease.